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CALL TO WORSHIP: 
Leader: We have gathered once again, Lord of all and Lord of us.  
People: We come to lift our prayers, and to sing your praises once again.  

Leader: We come to ask and hope and long to see your justice in the land.  
People: We worship in that hope and will work in that Spirit 

OPENING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (UMH 384) 
 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; 
let us find that second rest. 
Take away our bent to sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
4. Finish, then, thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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PRAYER HYMN: Be Still, My Soul (UMH 534) 
1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change God faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2 Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
to guide the future, as in ages past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
the Christ who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

3 Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who  
trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power  
and the glory forever. Amen 
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PSALM READING: Psalm 119:97-104 
Leader: Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all day long. 
People: Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is always with 
me. 
Leader: I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your decrees are my 
meditation. 
People: I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 
Leader: I hold back my feet from every evil way, 
in order to keep your word. 
People: I do not turn away from your ordinances, for you have taught me. 
Leader: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
People: Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 
 

 
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 18:1-8 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He 
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 
people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 
justice against my accuser.’ For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I 
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” And 
the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on earth?”  
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CLOSING HYMN: God of Love and God of Power (UMH 578) 
1. God of love and God of power, 
grant us in this burning hour 
grace to ask these gifts of thee, 
daring hearts and spirits free. 
God of love and God of power, 
thou hast called us for this hour. 
 
2. We are not the first to be 
banished by our fears from thee; 
give us courage, let us hear 
heaven's trumpets ringing clear. 
God of love and God of power, 
thou hast called us for this hour. 
 

3. All our lives belong to thee, 
thou our final loyalty; 
slaves are we whene'er we share 
that devotion anywhere. 
God of love and God of power, 
thou hast called us for this hour. 
 
4. God of love and God of power, 
make us worthy of this hour; 
offering lives if it's thy will, 
keeping free our spirits still. 
God of love and God of power, 
thou hast called us for this hour.

 
 
 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER 
God of new beginnings and second chances. When your son, Jesus the Christ gave his life 
for us, the veil of separation was torn. Breakthrough all that would keep us separate from 
one another, from our neighbors, and from you that we may be one just as you and the 
Father are one. Lead us now into your beloved community where our identity is rooted in 
Christ alone. 
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